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A familiar story? 







International Response? 



Where gender matters: Pregnancy 



Now for some data… 
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Cumulative case sex ratio = 0.96 male/1.0 female 

 

Population sex ratio = 0.95/1.0 

Confirmed and probable cases by sex –  

WHO data, April 2015 



Gender & Health Matters:  

Risk, Burden, Care-seeking 

• Evidence from other health conditions: men in LMIC 

less likely to access public sector health care 

interventions  

• Service interventions show positive bias in favour of 

women’s access – e.g. HIV ART coverage in South 

Africa – despite evidence of men’s higher 

risks/burdens 



Top 10 DALYs globally, 2010 
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Source: Murray et al, Lancet 2012  



DALYs & top 10 risk factors  
(Global, 2010) 
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Source: Lim et al, Lancet 2012 

3.38 2.98 



Gender and HIV interventions: 

South African National HIV Survey 

2012 

Aware of 

location of a 

test site 

Ever tested 

for HIV 

On ART if 

living with HIV 

Men 90.9% 59% 25.7% 

Women 93.6% 71.5% 34.7% 



Gender and Global Health: 

Institutional Responses 

"Gender, women and health network …will 

pay particular attention to health issues that 

are linked to gender inequality and strategic 

objectives for women's health.”  

"A core objective ...is to improve health 

outcomes among women and girls, both for 

their own sake and because of the 

centrality of women to the health of their 

families and communities."  



EU role in Global Health: 

Response to gender?  



Gender-Aware Global Health 

Recognise and address risks/burden of ill-

health on basis of evidence not rhetoric 

“Gender” as a false dichotomy? Promote 

notion that gender determines the health of 

everyone, not just women. 

Ensure that health services are accessible to 

everyone, regardless of gender and its 

intersections – post-2015 agenda may 

provide just such an opportunity.  
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