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Council conclusions on childhood 
immunisation, 2011 

• INVITES Member States and the Commission to:  

– consider which systems and procedures could help to 
ensure proper continuity of immunisation of individuals 
when changing the place of residence between Member 
States,  

– in order to facilitate the exchange of information between vaccine service 
providers, to identify with the support of the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

a non-exhaustive list of elements suggested for 
inclusion in national, sub-national immunisation cards 
or health booklets. This has to be done in due respect of Member 
States’ own public health policies while taking into account the elements for 
vaccination certificates listed in Annex 6 to the WHO International Health 
Regulations. This information should be easily understandable within the 
EU;  

Source: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2011:202:0004:0006:EN:PDF 



Childhood Immunisations, Luxembourg 16-17 October 2012, Niklas Danielsson, ECDC 

Vaccination cards 
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Yellow card 
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Yellow Card 

• WHO International Certificate of Vaccination  
or Prophylaxis (‘Yellow Card’), IHR (2005) 
 

– Under IHR, countries may require proof of 
yellow fever vaccination for border crossings 

– Used mainly by traveller’s to who visit 
countries where particular vaccinations are 
required  

– Internationally agreed and recognised 

– Bilingual (English, French) and trilingual 
(English, French, Arabic) versions 

– Countries have been able to produce their 
own versions of the card 

 

 



United in diversity 



Lithuania 



Netherlands – proposed new card 



Denmark 



UK 



Austria 
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Pet passport 
             
Standardised multilingual vaccination record required for 
intracommunity movement of dogs, cats and ferrets since 2003 

• Experiences are that the standardised pet vaccination record 

has: 

– improved the quality of pet vaccination documentation 

– improved communication between vaccine service providers 

across countries 

– improved the vaccination status and compliance in countries 

where no national / regional card existed 

– facilitated travel and migration 

 Source: Antoon Gijsens Standardised multi-lingual personal EU immunisation cards could improve communication between vaccine service 
providers across Europe. http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogrammes/vpd/Documents/Gijsens_Budapest_2011.pdf 

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/activities/diseaseprogrammes/vpd/Documents/Gijsens_Budapest_2011.pdf
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Movement of people increase in the EU 

• In 2008, 3.8 million people migrated to and between the 
EU-27 Member States1 

• ~100,000 children (0-14y) migrate within EU every year. 

• Close to one in five Europeans envisage working abroad in 
the future2 

• Permanent position in another country most attractive 
(55%), contract (19%), temporary assignment (17%) 

• 40% envisaged moving with spouse or partner 

• 18% indicated that they would move with children 

 
1. Migrants in Europe: A statistical portrait of the first and second generation  http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-

539-EN.PDF   

2. 2. Geographical and labour market mobility Special EUROBAROMETER 337, http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_337_en.pdf   

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-31-10-539/EN/KS-31-10-539-EN.PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_337_en.pdf
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Practical issues for migrant children and  
their vaccine providers 

• Undocumented vaccination status (e.g. parents recall some vaccinations, 
may not remember how many doses, etc) 

• Vaccination documentation in national language only. 

• The child is in the middle of a vaccination course that is part of the 
schedule of the country of origin but not of the country of destination 
(HPV, Men C, PCV) 

• The child has not had all vaccines recommended in the destination 
country because they are not in the schedule of the country of origin 

• The combination vaccine with which the child was primed is not on the 
market in the country of destination 

• The combination vaccine trade names differ between country of origin 
and recipient country 

 



Access to health care is a practical problem 
for people who move within EU 
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Support for standardised EU vaccination 
record  
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Q:  There is a need for something like an “EU immunisation passport” (in analogy to 
what is already in place for pets) so that there is less uncertainty and confusion over the 
vaccination status of a vaccinees? 
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(Not so) new techniques could bridge 
personal cards and electronic registries 

• QR code stickers:  

– QR code capacity is 4,296 alphanumeric characters 

– Allows for automated entry in an electronic 
immunisation registries. 

 

 

 

 
= 

Vaccine 'brand name A‘, Company name 

Antigens: Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (acellular, component), 
hepatitis-B (rDNA), poliomyelitis (inactivated) (IPV) and 
Haemophilus type b (Hib) conjugated vaccine (adsorbed). 

Lot number XXXX,  Epiry date XX/XX/XXXX 
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Conclusions (1) 

• Access to vaccination involves more than ensuring 
entitlements 

• Barriers to transition from one national schedule to another 
may impact negatively on a child’s individual protection and 
herd immunity in the EU  

• Standardised vaccination cards could contribute to lowering 
language, cultural and socio-economic barriers to vaccines. 

• Migration in the EU will continue to increase and children’s 
adapation to host country vaccination schedules should be 
facilitated.  

• Internationally recognised EU cards could facilitate for 
children who move out of the EU and need to document 
vaccinations in the new host country 

 



Conclusions (2) 

• Standard EU vaccination cards offer added value: 

– Facilitates vaccine providers’ interpretation of a children’s 
vaccination records 

– Facilitates for parents who migrate to adapt to host country 
schedules 

– Could improve the quality of vaccine records 

• Implementation of standard EU vaccination cards should not 
should be conditional on harmonising vaccination schedule across 
the EU 

• Electronic vaccination records are unlikely to replace the need for 
physical personal records for travellers, migrants and students  

• A standard EU vaccination record could support the introduction 
of electronic records across the EU 

• Possibility of directly printing the EU vaccination card from an 
electronic vaccination registry should be explored 
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Proposed next steps 

• Consult stakeholders on the parameters to be included in a 
standard EU vaccination card 

• Agree on language approach; national language plus 
English? 

• Develop a mock-up card 

• Conduct end-user consultations with parents and 
vaccination providers 

• Explore the possibilities of printing cards/booklets directly 
from electronic registries 

• Review the findings and experiences and make 
recommendations  


