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Antibiotic resistance 

• WHO meetings, consultations, workshops in  
1971, 1977, 1981, 1982, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2002, 2004, 

2008, 2009 

• World Health Assembly resolutions in  
1986, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1998, 2001, 2005, 2007, 2009  

• WHO global strategy for containment of antimicrobial 

resistance published in 2001 

• Despite progress, strategies for containment not widely 

implemented 
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Renewed global efforts 

• Centralized secretariat at WHO HQ (December 2011) 

• WHO Global AMR Task Force, Action Plan, AMR Report 

• AMR Strategic and Technical Advisory Group (STAG) 

• High-level awareness raising 

 

 

 

 

 

World Health Assembly 2012 

Side event on AMR – hosted  

by Sweden and Ghana 

World Health Assembly 2013 

Side event on AMR – hosted  

by UK and Sweden 

European strategic action plan on 

antibiotic resistance 

2011–2016 
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Action Plan Strategic Objectives 

1. Strengthen intersectoral coordination 

2. Strengthen surveillance of antibiotic resistance 

3. Promote rational use and strengthen surveillance  

of antibiotic consumption 

4. Strengthen infection control and surveillance in health care 

settings 

5. Prevent emerging resistance in veterinary and food sectors 

6. Promote innovation and research on new drugs 

7. Improve awareness, patient safety, and partnership 
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Action: Country assessments 

• Country assessments 

– Visit key Ministries, institutions, agencies, laboratories 

– Mission report with observations and recommendations 

– Follow-up activities 

• Goal 

– Appointment of National AMR Focal Point 

– Installation of Intersectoral Coordination Mechanism (ICM) 

– Development of national AMR action plan 

– Setup national AMR surveillance 

• Performed: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan 
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Action: CAESAR Network 
(Central Asian and eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance) 

• Network of national surveillance networks in non-EU MS 

• Joint initiative  

– European Society of Clinical  

Microbiology  and Infectious  

Diseases (ESCMID)  

– Dutch National Institute of  

Public Health (RIVM) 

• Close collaboration with ECDC 

– Use methodology compatible to EARS-Net 



Strengthening the fight against antimicrobial resistance in Bosnia and Herzegovina:  
current situation and future challenges, 29 October 2013 

Joint Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance:  
State of play of the 5 year action plan 
11 December 2013, Brussels, Belgium 

Joint Conference on Antimicrobial Resistance:  
State of play of the 5 year action plan 
11 December 2013, Brussels, Belgium 

Action: Region-wide AM use data 

• Technical workshops  

– Training, data collection and analysis of national AM use data 

– Member States, not part of ESAC-Net  

• Joined initiative 

– University of Antwerp, Belgium 

• Close collaboration ECDC 

– Use methodology compatible  

with ESAC-Net 
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Action: Infection control 

• Global Infection Prevention and Control  

Network (GIPCN) 

– Estonia (May 2013) 

GIPCN Working Group on Generic Curricula meeting 

Setting up national IPC curriculum for Estonia 

Round Table on AMR in Europe and Estonia 

• SAVE LIVES: Clean Your Hands - WHO's  

global annual campaign 

• 2014 – link to AMR 
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Action: AMR in veterinary sector 

• Booklet: AMR from a food safety perspective 

• National workshops 

– Serbia, Montenegro, Albania, Tajikistan 

• Subregional workshops 

– Balkans (Albania), Central Asia (Kazakhstan) 

• Advisory Group on Integrated  

Surveillance of AMR (AGISAR) 

• Global Foodborne Infections Network (GFN) 
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Action: Liaise with innovation 

initiatives 

• EC DG Research & Innovation 

• Joint Programming Initiative AMR 

• Innovative Medicines Initiative 

 

Discussion on new business models 

• ReAct – action on antibiotic resistance 

• Antibiotic Action 
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Materials: 

• Infograph 

• Website 

• Video 

• Press release 

• Presentation 

Activities 

• Country events (press conferences, seminars) 

• EC/ECDC/WHO twitter chat 

Action: Awareness day 
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Partnership (Europe) 

http://www.escmid.org/
http://www.nivel.nl/en
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A coordinated global response is urgently needed 

 

"Nobody is exempt from the problem 

nor  

from playing a part in the solution" 

 

 

(WHO Global Strategy for Containment of Antimicrobial Resistance, 2001) 


