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Feasibility study published on the opportunity of setting-up a European Expert
Network for rare communicable diseases and other rare pathologies in the context
of mobility and globalisation

The study, funded by the EU, was produced under the EU Third Health Programme (2014-2020) and is
exploring the options to set up a European expert network on rare diseases in the context of mobility
and globalisation, with the purpose of improving healthcare provision. The study takes into account
different operational, funding and sustainability criteria.

The study is concluding that non-communicable and communicable rare diseases linked to mobility
and globalisation should be differentiated. Moreover, since all identified non-communicable rare
diseases linked to mobility and globalisation are already covered by different existing European
Reference Networks (ERNs), there is no need to create a new specific network for them nor to
include them in a new European network of rare diseases linked to mobility and globalisation.
Consequently, the study focused its scope on rare communicable diseases linked to mobility and
globalisation, considering three scenarios:

1) the “Status Quo” scenario, leading to no new network;

2) the creation of a specific European expert network (EEN) on rare communicable diseases linked to
mobility and globalisation;

3) the setting-up of a new European Reference Network (ERN) on communicable diseases linked to
mobility and globalisation, on the same line as the other ERNs.

If the primary focus is health care provision, a new ERN could have the potential to improve the
quality of care. However, a potential new network should not replace or duplicate current existing
networks, but should solely be complementary.

The study is accessible here: https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/0606dc45-
5c3b-11ea-8b81-01aa75ed71al/language-en
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