
Working Arrangement 

between 

the Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority of the European 

Commission 

and 

the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development 

on cross-border infectious disease emergency preparedness and response in the area of 

medical countermeasures 

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown the need for international cooperation to prevent, combat 

and contain serious cross-border infectious disease threats. It is therefore of common interest 

to foster cooperation in the area of infectious disease emergency preparedness and response. 

Cooperation, exchange of information, coordination and communication are essential both to 

combat health emergencies, like the COVID-19 pandemic, but also to prepare for future serious 

cross-border infectious disease threats. 

Recognizing the existence of broad mutual interests in the field of serious cross-border 

infectious disease emergency preparedness and response, and desiring to further strengthen 

cooperation in the area of medical countermeasures, the European Commission's Health 

Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority ("HERA") and Japan Agency for Medical 

Research and Development ("AMED"), hereinafter refer to individually as a "Partner" and 

collectively as "Partners", intend to cooperate in the field of development of medical 

countermeasures. 

1. Purpose

The Partners intend to strengthen cooperation across a range of mutual interests with the aim 

to direct their joint efforts to address preparedness and response to serious cross-border 

infectious disease threats in the area of medical countermeasures. When relevant, both Partners 

intend to involve other relevant public entities, services of the European Commission or 

relevant Union Agencies, and other Japanese counterparts, in the development and execution 

of joint activities. 

2. Domains and Methods of Cooperation

The Partners intend to strengthen cooperation in the area of medical countermeasures. The 

domains and methods of cooperation under this working arrangement may include, but are not 

necessarily limited to the following: 
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