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Introduction 
All Forum members agree that: 

• Underage alcohol consumption is a key issue that needs to be addressed in the 
fight against alcohol related harm 

• Effectively tackling this requires a holistic approach to a complex issue 

• Laws exist in all EU Member States on the sale of alcohol to minors 

• All stakeholders can have a role to play in tackling the issue and reducing 
underage access to alcohol requires a collective effort from all stakeholders, 
including economic operators 

• Collective effort does not have to mean all parties working together in all areas 
at all times, but all parties working together in the same direction through: 

 Implementation and enforcement 

 Information and education 

 Empowerment and training 

 Responsibility and engagement 



The role for economic operators 

Economic operators are neither in a position to police the law nor to speak to 
minors on the dangers of underage drinking.  

However economic operators have a responsiblity and a role to play working 
throughout the value chain.  

 

These include: 

• To conduct our business in a responsible manner 

• Information and awareness raising amongst the general population of the law 
and the message re. underage drinking 

• Vocational education and training to ensure servers and sellers know the 
legislation and are appropriately equipped to follow the law 

• Supporting the development of tools that can empower key influencers to act 
against underage drinking 



Conclusions 

A genuine and active commitment to 
bring our contribution to the reduction 

of underage drinking 

 
the key to success :  

a targeted and holistic approach  
in partnership with all stakeholders concerned  

in order to deliver relevant programs with proper 
scale to make a difference in reducing underage 

drinking 
 



A healthy mix to reduce underage drinking 

Public Health authorities 

NGOs 

Economic operators 

Other Government 
departments 

Enforcement 
authorities 

Civil Society 



What could be achieved if we all worked together? 


