
STRENGTHENING IMMUNIZATION PROGRAMMES: 

EXAMPLES OF GOOD PRACTICE 

 

DANISH EXPERIENCES 

Kåre Mølbak, MD, DMSc 

Statens Serum Institut 

Copenhagen 

Denmark 



GOOD PRACTICE 

 Make vaccines available and 

accessible 

 Communication 

 Surveillance 

 Research 



AVAILABLE AND ACCESSIBLE 

The Danish childhood vaccination programme offers free vaccines to individuals < 18 

years 

Diseases such as measles are no longer restricted to children 

- Cohorts of unvaccinated Europeans grow up and are at risk of illness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From April 2012, The Danish Ministry of Health and Prevention offered free vaccines 

to individuals > 18 years with no records of MFR vaccination 

- Well timed with the EURO 2012 football championship   



AVAILABLE AND ACCESSIBLE 

Free HPV vaccination launched in Denmark 2009 

- Target group: Girls 12 years of age 

- Main objective: To prevent cervical cancer 

- Catch-up programme target towards birth cohorts 1993, 1994 and 

1995 

A success 

- Uptake between 83 and 89 percent (three vaccines) 

- Effect can be seen:  

• Decrease in rate of treatment for condyloma 

• Slight decrease in treatment of cervical neoplasia 

August 2012:  

- Programme extended to include free vaccines to young women birth 

cohorts 1985-1992  

What about boys / men ? 



COMMUNICATION 

 

Screen shot from the Danish 

Health and Medicines Authority 











MONITORING AND SURVEILLANCE 

The Danish Childhood Vaccination Registry 

- Several aims 

• Electronic vaccination card for citizens and professionals 

• Decision support 

• Surveillance 

• Research 

- Integrated in the National IT infrastructure 

- Can be linked with other registries 

 





SURVEILLANCE DATA AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC 

From the website of Statens 

Serum Institut: 

Shows a low but very 

variable coverage of 

influenza vaccines in persons 

> 65 years of age  

(Range: 

27 to 57 percent by 

municipality) 

 

Important for the 

municipalities 

 

Room for improvement ! 



RESEARCH ! 

We need better vaccines ! 

- It is difficult to achieve targets for influenza vaccination with the 

currently available vaccines 

The importance of vaccine epidemiology 

- We need to understand the effectivness of programmes 

• Individual vaccines are assessed according to specific end-points 

• Combination of vaccines and entire programmes are more difficult 

to study 

We need research cross-disciplinary research  

- Why are 17% of Danish nurses sceptical to vaccines in general ? 



Promote and make vaccines 

available and affordable 

 

Communicate:  

Be honest, critical, open 

 

Improve surveillance – it is a 

fundament for public health 

 

Do research 

 

Set priorities ! 


