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Relevant, 
reliable and valid 
data are analysed 
and weighted to 
prepare the risk 

assessment
Limitations 

in the scientific 
data are established. 

Ambiguities, 
discrepancies and their 
impact on the scientific 

conclusions 
are identified

The SCHEER 
reports on all 

the steps taken in the 
process and on the overall 
weight of evidence. This 
information is used to 

formulate the 
evidence-based risk 

assessment
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The weight of evidence process 

        This infographic is based on the Memorandum 
    on Weight of Evidence and Uncertainties (SCHEER) 
- Revision 2018
https:/ /ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/fi les/
scientific_committees/scheer/docs/scheer_o_014.pdf

It all starts with a question: does a chemical, physical or biological 
agent pose a risk to human health or the environment?  To find the 
answer, the Scientific Committee on Health, Environmental and 
Emerging Risks (SCHEER) determines the weight of the evidence 
and the uncertainties involved in the development of the risk 
assessment. The scientific evidence consists of observations, 
experimental and model results and expert judgements that 
serve to support, refute, or modify a scientific Opinion.  

A transparent approach for weighing the evidence for a scientific 
Opinion will allow a conclusion on the solidness of the risk 
assessment. This will better support European decision making. 
For example, if an agent is judged to pose a risk to health,  
legislative action might be taken to lower or eliminate that risk. 
But what is this weight of evidence process the SCHEER uses to 
make these important risk assessments?

https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/scientific_committees/scheer/docs/scheer_o_014.pdf

