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Evidence and Intelligence for Policy-
making (EIP) (including Health 

Evidence Network, Country Profiles 
and European Health Report) 

(SO*10)

Health for All Information Systems 
and Dissemination (HFA) (SO10)

eHealth (including e-Learning) (EHL) 
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Library, Languages and Publications 
(LLP) (SO12, 13)
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Research Policy and Coordination 
(RPC) (SO10)

Innovations for Health (including 
social networks) (INH) (SO10)

Knowledge Management (KNM) 
(SO10)

Monitoring and Surveillance Systems 
and Databases (MSD) (SO10)

Country Health Information Systems 
(CHI) (SO10)
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The Division of Information, Evidence, 
Research and Innovation (DIR)

Health 
information, 
monitoring & 

analysis

Translating 
evidence into 

policy and 
Research

Knowledge 
management, 

dissemination & 
translations

E-health and 
Innovation



• 53 Member States
• Geographic spread from Atlantic to Pacific (incl. territories)
• 900 million population
• Heterogeneity: income, demographics, epidemiology
• Established health systems v new health systems 

WHO European Region

WHO 
databases 
in action



Information held at WHO Europe
• Centralized Information System for Infectious Diseases (CISID)

– STI and HIV/AIDS
– Tuberculosis control and joint ECDC/EURO surveillance
– Vaccine-preventable diseases and immunization

• Health for All (HFA) database
• Mortality, morbidity and hospital discharge databases
• Nutrition, Obesity and Physical Activity - NOPA
• Tobacco control database
• Health Evidence Network (HEN) sources of evidence database
• Health inequalities resource database
• Environmental Health Information System - ENHIS (planned)
• Alcohol control, prison health (under revision)





• European Health for All database (HFA DB)
– Established 1985
– Represents the main data source for WHO Europe and its Member 

States - widely known and recognized as an authoritative source
– Contains approximately 600 indicators
– Updated twice a year: January and July
– Data sources:

• Direct data collection from countries and validation (January)
• Joint data collection for non monetary health care resources with 

EUROSTAT and OECD, incl. validation (July)
• Data from international organizations, secondary data sources (UN 

agencies, WB, OECD, etc) (July)
• Other WHO technical units (health financing, alcohol, tobacco, 

communicable diseases, burden of disease etc.) (July)
• Mortality and population data reported by countries (January and July).

European Health for All 
family of databases



The WHO interactive Atlases of 
Health Inequalities in Europe –

from description to user-analysis

http://data.euro.who.int/equity



Exploratory and Correlation AnalysisRegional Profile Comparison

Social Health Inequalities

Health Atlases



Information held at WHO Europe

1. Review of all 
databases

2. WHO/EURO 
common 
platform for 
all data (‘one-
stop-shop’)

3. New 
visualization 
tools

• Centralized Information System for Infectious Diseases (CISID)
– STI and HIV/AIDS
– Tuberculosis control and joint ECDC/EURO surveillance
– Vaccine preventable diseases and immunization

• Health for All (HFA) database
• Mortality, morbidity and hospital discharge databases
• Nutrition, Obesity and Physical Activity - NOPA
• Tobacco control database
• Health Evidence Network (HEN) sources of evidence database
• Health inequalities resource database
• Environmental Health Information System - ENHIS (planned)
• Alcohol control, prison health (under revision)

Caveats:
Definitions, coverage, quality, completeness, etc.



Single integrated Health Information System 
for Europe (53 Member States)

• Roadmap with European Commission agreed in 2011



Agreed roadmap for 
Health Information System for Europe

1. Conduct mapping exercises for existing health information 
systems in the agencies;

2. Conduct reviews of the quality and architecture of 
information systems → criteria;

3. Conduct landscaping of current and potential partners and 
stakeholders and engage them → in progress;

4. Define common needs and constraints, 
5. Discuss a concrete way forward based on the above steps 

and devise an action plan.

Including at 
country level 
→ resource 
implications

Requires good 
coordination & 
agreement on 

elements





We want to hear from our Member States:

• Where do you see the main advantages and benefits of this 
system?

• Where do you see the challenges and threats?
• How far should a common platform go – a ‘one-stop-shop’?
• Any other comments you would like to make



Mapping health information at country 
level – the contribution of the

European Health 2020 policy

• Emphasis on health and wellbeing
• The right to health and access to care
• People at the centre
• Addressing the determinants of health
• Whole of society approach
• Whole of government approach
• Solutions that work and make a difference



What is Health 2020?

Health 2020 is a value-based 
action-oriented policy 

framework, adaptable to 
different realities in the 
countries of the WHO 

European Region. 

Health 2020 is addressed to 
Ministries of Health but also 

aims to engage ministers and 
policy-makers across 

government and stakeholders 
throughout society who can 

contribute to health and 
well-being.



Health 2020 - a common purpose, 
a shared responsibility

Health 2020 strategic objectives: stronger equity and better governance

1. Working to improve health for all and reducing the health divide

2. Improving leadership, and participatory governance for health

Health 2020 goal

To significantly improve health and well-being of populations, to reduce health inequities and 
to ensure sustainable people-centred health systems

Health 2020 vision

A WHO European Region in which all people are enabled and supported in achieving their full 
health potential and well-being and in which countries, individually and jointly, work towards 
reducing inequities in health within the Region and beyond



Health 2020: Four common policy 
priorities for health  

Investing in health through a life course approach and empowering people

Tackling Europe’s major health challenges of non communicable diseases and 
communicable diseases 

Creating supportive environments and resilient communities

Strengthening people-centred health systems and public health capacities, and 
emergency preparedness

The four priority areas are interlinked and are interdependent and mutually 
supportive

Addressing the four priorities will require a combination of governance 
approaches that promote health, equity and well-being



Input/process/outcome

S.M.A.R.T

Qualitative/quantitativeNational & regional

• Governance 
• Health Systems
• Inequalities
• Risk factors
• Disease burden
• Wellbeing

Cover all Health 2020 areas

Health 2020
Targets



Targets should….

• Be few in number (10-12 maximum);
• Cover the three main areas of Health 2020:

– Burden of disease and risk factors, 
– Healthy people, wellbeing, and determinants (life expectancy, inequalities, vulnerable 

groups), 
– Processes, including governance and health systems 

• Be described as a REGIONAL, not national targets (although national efforts are 
encouraged)

• Be in line with global efforts (e.g. NCD action plan);
• Build on the target setting efforts of Health for All and Health 21.



Health 2020 area Overarching’ goals or targets Content & quantification

1. Burden of disease 
and risk 
factors

1. Reduce premature mortality in 
Europe by 2020

1. 1.5% relative annual reduction in overall mortality from cardiovascular 
disease, cancer, diabetes, and chronic respiratory disease until
2020

2. Achieve and sustain elimination of selected vaccine preventable 
diseases (polio, measles, rubella, prevention of Congenital Rubella 
Syndrome)  

3. 30% reduction in road traffic accidents by 2020

2. Healthy people, 
wellbeing and 
determinants

2.Increase life expectancy in Europe Continued Increase in life expectancy at current rate coupled with 1) 50% 
or 2) 25% reduction in the difference in life expectancy between 
European populations by 2020

3.Reduce inequities in health in 
Europe (social determinants 
target)

Reduce the gap in health status between population groups experiencing 
social exclusion and poverty and the rest of the population.

4. Enhance well-being of the 
European population (to be 
further elaborated during 
2012/13)

To be developed 

3. Processes, 
governance 
and health 
systems

5. Universal coverage and “right to 
health”

Funding systems for health care guarantee universal coverage, solidarity 
and sustainability by 2020

6. Member States set national 
targets/goals

National target setting processes established and targets formulated

Setting targets for Health 2020 - proposal for the Regional Committee



PLACEHOLDERS ONLY: 
Final proposals from 

expert group meeting 
18/19 June

Link country 
assessments with 

indicators for Health 
2020?

Assessment of HIS 

in 6 areas, approx. 20 indicators



Linking country assessment for the HIS 
with Health 2020

• Targets and indicators agreed by 53 Member States (MS);
• Indicators largely from routinely collected sources;
• Could focus on countries where indicators are a challenge;
• HIS would have immediate policy application (agreed by all 

MS) although broad;
• HIS would double up as monitoring platform for Health 2020;
• Several MS are investing in infrastructure for Health 2020.



• Develop definition and 
framework for well-being 
in the context of health;

• Advise on measurement 
and target setting for 
well-being;

• Form core of an 
international alliance to 
measure well-being (EC, 
OECD, Gallup, MoHs, 
etc)

Next meeting 
of group: 

25/26 June 
2012



Vision statement
Mission statement
Target audience

Introduction (background)

Required elements for implementation

Partnerships & collaborations

Monitoring & Evaluation

Objectives, strategic goals and outputs

Expected outcomes

Potential milestones & 
implementation plan

Conclusions
Definitions & references

Health Information Strategy
for Europe:

Framework ‘menu’

What do we mean by:

• Health information?
• Evidence?
• Health information systems?
• Public (health) policy?
• ….

→ ‘Menu’ of definitions?



Vision statement

Countries collect, analyse and interpret high 
quality health information in effective health 
information systems, and translate evidence 
into public (health) policy for the improvement 
of health outcomes.



„…shall be the attainment by all peoples of the highest 
possible level of health.“

Source: WHO‘s Consitution

WHO‘s Mission

WHO is responsible for:

• providing leadership on global health matters, 

• setting norms and standards, 

• providing technical support to countries, 

• monitoring and assessing health trends,

• shaping the health research agenda, 

• articulating evidence-based policy options.
WHO is the lead 

agency to 
conduct these 
activities in a 

comprehensive 
way for all its 

Member States



Objectives, strategic goals and outputs of the strategy



Expected outcomes

Member States use this strategy to plan for the:

• Assessment and analysis of existing health information systems;
• Enhancement of existing or development of health information systems;
• Monitoring and evaluation of improvements in health information systems;
• Collation, analysis, interpretation and use of health information for policy-

making;
• Tracking and mapping of health outcomes at country-level over time;
• Capacity building to support the above activities.

What would be required to 
implement this?

Inputs, processes, outputs & 
outcomes  and impact

Strategic goals ‘broken down’ & 
operationalized



Impact
1. Adoption & 

monitoring of 
evidence-
informed policies 
(incl. Health 2020)

2. Improvement of 
health outcomes 
and wellbeing in 
Europe



Partnerships & collaborations
Existing networks to be formalized and new partners to be added

• Relevant partners to date:
– WHO EURO (incl. European Observatory) & headquarters
– WHO Collaborating Centres
– Other United Nations orgs (UNICEF, WB, United Nations Pop Division, others)
– Member States (specifically SCRC)
– International consortia on health information
– EU (incl. ECDC, Eurostat, etc)
– OECD
– NGO sector – including Gallup
– Academia (incl. EACHR, etc)

• New partnerships:
– Industry? (particularly in ICT and Innovation)



Monitoring & evaluation (M&E)

• Propose framework for M&E (including milestones) on inputs, 
process, outputs, and outcomes – this should be separate for EURO 
and MS;

• Assign EURO resources (incl. staffing) to M&E at year 1 (RC 63 –
2013) and beyond (evaluation will be externally conducted);

• Involve the European Advisory Committee on Health Research 
(EACHR) in M&E;

• Secretariat to report back regularly to RC and SCRC for its own 
accountability.



Recommendation by Member States –
establish an expert working group

Terms of Reference:

• Advise on the content of the elaboration of the following elements of the framework:
– Vision, mission statement, target audience and background;
– Objectives, strategic goals, outputs and expected outcomes;
– Elements required for implementation, partnerships, and monitoring and 

evaluation; 
– Implementation plan and definitions/references.

• Facilitate dialogue among the scientific and health policy community on the 
elements of the strategy, including its implementability;

• Advise on the consultation with Member States which is to be coordinated by the 
WHO Regional Office for Europe;

• Advise on the final version of the Health Information Strategy to be presented at 
RC63 (2013) or RC 64 (2014).

Request for nominations to go out shortly





Thank 
you
for

your
feedback
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