
 
 

 

Peter Goldblatt 
 

HEALTH EQUITY PILOT PROJECT 

Main concepts in taking action on health 

inequalities and improving health equity 
 



disclaimer  

 

‘The information and views set out in this 

presentation are those of the author and do not 

reflect the official opinion of the Commission. The 

Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the 

data included. Neither the Commission nor any 

person acting on the Commission’s behalf may be 

held responsible for the use which may be made of 

the information contained therein.’ 

HEALTH EQUITY PILOT PROJECT 



• Social justice 

• Empowerment – 
material, 
psychosocial, political 

• Improving the 
conditions in which 
people are born, 
grow, live, work and 
age 

• Shaped by 
distribution of power, 
money and resources  

 
www.who.int/social_determinants/en 

 



The layers of influence on health 



Socioeconomic and 
political context 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

Governance 

Policy 
    Macroeconomic 

    Social  

    Health 

Cultural and 
societal norms 
and values 

Education 
 

Occupation 
 

Income 
 

Gender 
 

Ethnicity / Race 
 

 

Social position 
       Material circumstances  

       Social cohesion  

       Psychosocial factors           

       Behaviors     

       Biological factors  

Health care system 

 
Distribution of 

health and 
well-being 

Social determinants of health and health inequities 

Commission on Social Determinants of Health Conceptual Framework 

Source: CSDH Final Report, WHO 2008 



Life expectancy and disability-free life expectancy (DFLE) at birth, females by 
neighbourhood deprivation, England, 1999–2003 and 2009-2013 

 



Life expectancy at birth- EU by education and sex, 2013 

Source: Eurostat * Figures for Malta 2011 
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