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FINANCING INSTRUMENTS 
Instruments, their major differences 
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Instruments 

Open Calls for 
Proposals 

Direct Grants Procurement 
(Service Contracts) 

Projects Actions cofinanced 
with Member State 
Authorities ("Joint 
Actions") 

Open call for Tenders 

Framework 
Partnerships for 
Operating Grants 

Direct grants to 
International 
Organisations 

Requests for services 
under existing 
Framework contracts 

Presidency 
Conferences 

Experts for 
evaluations 
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COMPARISON 
Project Grants, Service Contracts (Call for Tenders) 



Consumers,  
Health And Food  
Executive  Agency 

Service Contract (Procurement) vs. Project Grant 
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PROJECT GRANT 
First…  
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Principles 
Definition: a grant is a direct financial contribution to an action or 
functioning of a body 
 

• Co-funding rule:  external co-financing from a source other 
than EC funds is required (own resources or financial 
contributions from third parties, project income) 
 

• Non-profit rule: the grant may not have the purpose or effect 
of producing a profit for the beneficiary 
 

• Non-retroactivity rule: only costs incurred after the starting 
date stipulated in the grant agreement can be co-funded 
 

• Non-cumulative rule: only one grant can be awarded for a 
specific action carried out by a given beneficiary 
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Call for Proposals – Project Grants 



Applying for funding 

Find  
a Call 

Find  
partners 

Register an 
organisation 

Submit a 
proposal 

Evaluation & Grant signature 

Evaluation of 
proposals Grant preparation Grant signature 

Grant Management 

Reports Dissemination 
of results 

Amend-
ments 

Audits & 
certifications 

Experts opinion 

Expert 
registration 

Contracting & 
payment Expert roles & tasks  
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Structure of the Project Proposal 

Administrative 
Part A,  
Includ. 

Overview 
Budget 

 

Technical 
Narrative 
Part B,  
Includ. 
Detailed 
Budget 

Audit report 
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Evaluation by external Experts 

 

External Experts for evaluations and technical reviews 
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/experts/index.html 
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Specifics 
• Owner of the outcome is the consortium (IPR, 

consortium agreement obligatory) 
• Flexibility of shaping the content in the frame of the 

call 
• Contribution of 60/80% to the real costs, based on 

the estimated budget, initial pre-financing 
• No profit 
• Consortium Visual Identity for publications 
• At least 3 Organisations from at least 3 EU MS, plus 

participating countries 
• Full electronic lifecycle and project administration 
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SERVICE CONTRACT  
Call for Tender, Procurement 
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Example of Service Contracts 
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Procurement principles 

• Principle of transparency 
• Principle of proportionality 
• Principle of equal tratment and non-discrimination 

 

20 



Consumers, Health, 
Agriculture  and Food  
Executive  Agency 

Call for tenders - Procurement 

Ted eTendering: 
https://etendering.ted.europa.eu/cft/cft-search.html 

Chafea, Calls for tenders, notifications 
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/health/tenders.html 
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2. Preparation 

Natural and legal persons from: 
• The 28 Member States of the 

European Union  
Certain non EU countries as follows: 
• With special agreement in the field 

of public procurement with the EU 
• Under the Stabilisation and 

Association Agreements (FYROM, 
Albania, Montenegro, Serbia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Kosovo) 

• European Economic Area (Norway, 
Iceland and Liechtenstein) 

• GPA Parties (only in case of inter-
institutional procurement) 

 

Types of tenderer: 
 
- Single tenderer 
- Single Tenderer with 

Subcontractor 
- Consortium 
- Consortium with 

Subcontractor 

Who can participate? 

If during the preparation you have any 
doubt: 

Chafea-HP-TENDER@ec.europa.eu  
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Specifics 
• Transparent economic operation 
• Owner of the outcome is EU/EC 
• Tender specifications are "specific", offer must comply 

in detail 
• Pre-existing rights need to be transferable 
• Payment of an agreed price against invoice, no 

prefinancing 
• Contractor can make profit/loss 
• European Commission Visual Identity for publications 
• 1 up to many partners, also  
• Paper submission, Paper contract, paper invoice. 
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CONCLUSION 
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Conclusion 
• Similarities: 

• Public competition 
• Selection and Award Criteria are published 

• Differences 
• Content flexibility 
• Financial principle (Contribution vs. Price) 
• Intellectual Property Rights (Owner of the 

product)  
• Consortium structure and agreements 
• Electronic vs. Paper submission and contracting 
• External vs. Internal Evaluation  
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Further information 

Website: 
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/health/ 

Project Database (2003-2017): 
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/chafea_pdb/health/ 

Call for proposals: EC Participant Portal: 
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/3hp/  



Thank you! 
Your questions? 

Dirk Meusel, DrPH 
Scientific Project Officer 
  
European Commission 
Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency (Chafea) 
Health and Food Safety Unit 
 
+352 4301 33090 
dirk.meusel@ec.europa.eu 
http://ec.europa.eu/chafea/  


