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EU Mission on Cancer: stepping up research and innovation
Walter Ricciardi – Chair of the Mission Board on Cancer
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The Mission-oriented
research and innovation approach

« Missions provide a solution, an opportunity, and an approach to 
address the numerous challenges  that people face in their daily lives ». 

« Mission » concept 

“ Missions’ goal is to involve citizens and stakeholders more closely in 
setting research priorities, but not only,  which will lead to equal 
access  for everyone in Europe to the best of European innovation & 
research resources, and global know-how”

Professor Mariana Mazzucato

2018 2019
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13 patient/citizen centered
recommendations for bold actions

5 intervention areas to reach
The Cancer Mission targetReports of the 5 Missions

Sept 2020

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-
/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/implementation-plans-eu-missions_en

Launch of the 5 Missions 
Implementation Plans

29 September 2021

Green light for the 5 Missions
September 2021

€1.9 billion until 2023.
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13 Bold recommendations for bold actions

• « With ERNs »
• « Rare Cancers »
• « Model of ERNs »
• « Link with ERNs »
• « Cross border »
• « Network «
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Prevention, screening and early detection: principles
• Prevention is the most cost-efficient long-term cancer control strategy and it is better than any cure. 

• Prevention is supported through policies such as the promotion of health-enhancing physical activity 
and sport. It is known that 40% of cancers could be prevented25, but an enhanced and more 
personalised understanding of effective prevention measures is needed as well as improvements of 
the existing prevention programmes. 

• Health literacy among EU citizens offers room for improvement. In general, citizens are not aware
that certain cancers can be prevented or avoided through disease prevention strategies. 

• National screening programmes exist for only three cancers (colorectal, breast and cervical), are not
risk-based, and not all of the targeted population have access to them, including persons with 
disabilities. 

• As quality assurance and available resources vary across screening programmes, they do not always
reach their objectives. In addition, the general population (and general practitioners) are not fully
aware of cancer symptoms, limiting the early detection of cancer. 
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1) Develop a one-stop cancer information centre on prevention (2022-2025): 

2) Boost research and innovation into risk assessment (2024-2027) 

3) Conduct implementation research on cancer prevention (2022-2030) 

4) Establish synergies on prevention with other missions (2023-2026) 

Screening and early detection
1) Optimise and improve access to existing screening programmes (2024-2029): 

Prevention

2) Develop new methods and technologies for screening and early detection (2021-2026): 

3) Develop early predictors/tests (2025-2030) 

Prevention, screening and early detection: actions
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Prevention

Early 
detection

Diagnosis & 
treatment

Quality of life for 
patients and 

survivors

Many of the actions proposed by the Mission 
Board under this specific objective have been
included in the Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan, 
which outlines a comprehensive policy and 
regulatory agenda on prevention. 

Furthermore, the Mission on Cancer helped
shape the new Knowledge Centre on Cancer, 
launched by the Joint Research Centre (JRC) in 
June 2021, which will expand its European
Cancer Information System (ECIS) and its Health 
Promotion and Disease Prevention Knowledge 
Gateway to become an ‘evidence clearing 
house’ on prevention. 
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Thanks for your attention
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