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Growing levels of health inequalities 



The high cost of health inequalities 



The EU’s commitment to equity, solidarity, justice,  

and its duty to promote good health 



 

 
We urge the EU 

Institutions and EU 

Member States to … 



Recognise the central role that health and 

health equity play in building strong and 

sustainable social market economies and to 

stop thinking of health and well-being as a 

‘small’ issue amongst EU policy priorities. 



Place a stronger emphasis on health equity 

as indicator, not only of how health systems 

are performing, but of how well Member 

States and the EU are delivering well-being 

for their people. 



Call to Action 

 

 



Adopt greater health equity as a strategic objective, 

and develop indicators and mechanisms to measure 

progress, integrating the evidence and perspectives 

of actors across sectors, including civil society 

 

 

Ensure access to core health services for all. This 

includes taking steps to modify regulations, 

legislation and policies that limit access to health 

care services  



Value the contribution of all actors in health systems and 

ensure they have the necessary knowledge and skills to 

provide person based approaches that address real need 

 

 

Invest more in health promotion and disease prevention 

with a particular focus on reaching those people who face 

the greatest risk of ill health 



Support the adoption of measures to prevent 

ill health across the population, like smoke 

free legislation and minimum unit pricing 

alcohol 

 

Invest in comparable data at local, regional 

and national level to measure health 

inequalities. Build capacities to analyse this 

data and to evaluate measures 

 

Improve the capacity of health professionals 

to recognise and engage with the social 

determinants of health  

 



At EU institutional level: 

Harmonise existing Health System Performance 

Analysis (HSPA) tools and agreeing on common 

indicators and methodologies to assess national 

health system performances on health equity 

 

Apply the European Semester process and issue 

Country Specific Recommendations to countries 

demonstrating high or increasing levels of health 

inequalities and engage in dialogue 

 



Encourage the use of EU funding 

mechanisms like the European 

Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) 

and the European Strategic Funds 

 

 

 

Make health equity a central 

consideration of the proposed European 

Social Pillar 



Joint Statement : Call for actions for health and equity 





Media coverage 



For healthier, fairer, sustainable and resilient societies 


