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How best to 
coordinate all 

the activities…? 

    

 

  

http://www.oecd.org/


  

Single integrated Health Information System  
for Europe (53 Member States) 

• Roadmap with European Commission agreed in 2010 
(Moscow Declaration) 



  



  

Agreed roadmap for  
Health Information System for Europe 

Most steps completed 
 Conduct mapping exercises for existing health information systems & 

databases in the agencies; 
 Conduct reviews of the quality and architecture of information systems 

→ criteria; 
 Conduct landscaping of current and potential partners and 

stakeholders and engage them → in progress; 
 Define common needs and constraints; 
 Discuss a concrete way forward based on the above steps and devise 

an action plan. 
 Meeting of DG Sanco and WHO Europe in June 2014; 

  Definition of the goal we are aiming for; 

  Sketch out practical possibilities for platforms. 

 
 

 



 
 

  

 
 
 

 

European Health 2020 policy  

• Emphasis on health and well-being 
• The right to health and access to care 
• People at the centre 
• Addressing the determinants of health 
• Whole of society approach 
• Whole of government approach 
• Solutions that work and make a difference 

“Adopts….together 
with a set of 

regional goals as 
set out in that 

document and the 
appropriate 

indicators for the 
European Region.”  



  

20 core and 17 additional 
indicators approved Two further indicators on ‘objective 

well-being’ proposed (social 
support & housing) for 

Regional Committee (Sept 2014) 



  

New WHO/EURO and RIVM, Netherlands 
initiative on health information 

• Two agencies signed letter 
of intent to collaborate more 
closely on health 
information; 

• Includes joint work on health 
indicators, EURO health info 
web-portal and health info 
networks; 

• Initiating further work on 
health indicators; 

• Health information strategies 
at national level; 

• Capacity building: ‘Autumn 
school’ on health 
information and evidence 
into policy; 

 
 

• Two agencies signed letter 
of intent to collaborate more 
closely on health 
information; 

• Includes joint work on health 
indicators, EURO health info 
web-portal and health info 
networks; 

• Initiating further work on 
health indicators; 

• Health information strategies 
at national level; 

• Capacity building: ‘Autumn 
school’ on health 
information and evidence 
into policy; 

 
 



  

Autumn school of health information and 
evidence for policy making 

Opened by Minister of Health, 
Turkey and WHO Regional 
Director  - attended by 21 

Member States (8 EU) 

Combining health 
info with evidence 

into policy modules 

Next school October 
2014 in Poland 
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Vision statement 
Mission statement 
Target audience 

Introduction (background) 

Required elements for implementation 
 

Partnerships & collaborations 
 

Monitoring & Evaluation 

 

Objectives, strategic goals and outputs 
 

Expected outcomes 
 

Potential milestones &  
implementation plan 

Conclusions 
Definitions & references 

Health information  
strategies in Europe 

Formal working group : 
 

• 17 (9 EU) Member States 
represented – all parts of the 

region; 
• Chaired by Netherlands and 

Russia; 
• European Commission and 

OECD invited observers; 
 
 

Development of tool & 
guidance to develop national 
health information strategies 

→ finalize in June 2014 
 
 

Going to Regional Committee 
Sept 2014 Technical Briefing 

 
 



  

Supporting evidence – in preparation 

Key elements of and 
principles for successful 

integration of national 
health information 

systems 
(funding: DG Sanco) 

 
Literature review & 

questionnaires/ interviews 
with key stakeholders at 

country level 
 
 

Output: 
Evidence summary of 
definitions and best 

practices 
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Portal launch during 
Regional Committee 

September 2014 
 



  

WHO/EURO and RIVM, Netherlands 
initiative on health information 

7 other Member States & one Foundation have 
become contributors 
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school’ on health 
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WHO/EURO and RIVM, Netherlands 
initiative on health information 

UK: 
1. New WHO Collaborating 

Centre on health info 
2. Wellcome Trust: Grant 

funding & senior staff 
secondment 

 
 Germany: 

Junior Professional 
Officer (50%) 

 

Turkey: 
Hosted first autumn 

school Oct 2013 
 

Kazakhstan & 
Kyrgyzstan: 

Staff & infrastructure for 
regional health 

information network in 
Russian speaking 

countries 
 

Russia: 
New WHO Collaborating 

Centre on health info 
 and funding strategy work 

 Poland: 
Hosting next autumn school 

October 2014 
 



  

Next steps for health info initiative 
• Initiative could serve as major vehicle towards an integrated health 

information system for Europe → support from all parts of European 
region and operative now; 

• Expand partners network from current 9 (5 in EU) to more; other 
Member States currently considering their partnership; 

• Need to re-think the name of the initiative to give all partners 
recognition; 

• Currently finalizing business plan & defining type of collaborative 
framework that gives all partners equal rights and standing; 

• Ensure good integration of other EURO activities (e.g. HEN) into 
initiative. 

 



  

Collaboration of WHO/EURO and Institute 
of Health Metrics and Evaluation, USA 

• To collaborate on burden of disease assessments in European Region; 
• To improve coherence of quantitative messages; 
• To facilitate national burden of disease studies, including training; 
 

 

WHO  country profiles 
Highlights on Health 

revitalized & to include 
burden information 

 
 

Country interest increasing: 
10 countries completed, 

conducting or planning NBD 
studies 

(5 EU, 5 non-EU) 
 
 



  

Database updates 

• European Health for All and Mortality indicator database 
– Updated 4/2014 
– Causes of death data from Turkey added 

• European detailed mortality database (DMDB) 
– Updated 5/2014 
– 9/2013: Added PYLL and flexible MTL-1 groupings, improved 

export 
• European hospital morbidity database 

– Updated 11/2013 
– Flexible ISHMT groups added, improved export 
– Significant revision of historical data due to inclusion of 

hospital discharge data in the joint data collection 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/databases/european-health-for-all-database-hfa-db
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/databases/mortality-indicator-database-mortality-indicators-by-67-causes-of-death,-age-and-sex-hfa-mdb
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/databases/european-detailed-mortality-database-dmdb2
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/databases/european-hospital-morbidity-database-hmdb2


  

Database updates (II) 

• European database on human and technical resources for health 
– New database introduced in autumn 2013 
– Disseminates data from the joint Eurostat / OECD / WHO 

Europe data collection on non monetary health care 
resources 

– Based on Data Presentation System (DPS), offline and online 
version available 

• New  version of offline DPS in development 

 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/databases/european-database-on-human-and-technical-resources-for-health-hlthres-db
http://www.euro.who.int/en/data-and-evidence/databases/european-health-for-all-database-hfa-db/data-presentation-system-software-dps


  

THANK YOU! 

    

 

  

http://www.oecd.org/
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