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This was the second meeting of the Expert Group on Tobacco Policy established under
Commission Decision C(2014) 3509.

The meeting focused on the new Tobacco Products Directive (TPD) and its implementation.
The main purpose was to discuss and update the parties on the implementation process of the
TPD, both regarding the Commission's work on implementing acts and the Member States'
progress in transposition.

The Commission introduced the main developments since the last Expert Group meeting held
on 13 June 2014. An ambitious indicative implementation plan, which aims at the adoption of
five legal acts by the end of 2015 and two more before the transposition deadline of 20 May
2016, has been published on the SANTE website. The Commission is exploring the use of
legal instruments that would facilitate national transposition. Member States welcomed this.

The Commission stressed the need for a joint effort from both the Member States and the
Commission in order to succeed in the timely transposition/implementation of the TPD. The
Commission also reiterated its readiness to assist the Member States in the transposition. .
Member States were also encouraged, in the context of the transposition of the TPD, to look
at other aspects of tobacco control, such as smoke-free environment, advertising and taxation.

The Commission gave presentations on on-going work with implementing measures, focusing
on the process to date, the main elements and the next steps as regards ingredients, electronic
cigarettes, packaging & labelling as well as traceability and security features. Various studies
and preparatory work in these fields are under way to ensure that the secondary legislation is
adopted in a timely manner. The Commission also presented, in broad terms, its preliminary
reflections on what to be put into the secondary legislation to be adopted 2015/2016.



For packaging and labelling of RYO tobacco the external contractor gave a presentation
where certain health warnings (information message and general warning) could be positioned
on the various packaging types. The presentation also covered the design of the combined
health warnings on cigarettes and RY O tobacco.

On ingredients reporting it was announced that the draft data dictionaries would be finalised
soon. The main discussion point was how to ensure the creation of a consistent data set that
would allow comparison of data across Member States. As regards the test panels for
determining products with a characterising flavour Member States were consulted on the
issues “consumer v. expert panel”, base line and “smoking v. smelling”.

For electronic cigarettes the notification format was at the centre of the discussions (see above
on ingredients reporting). The Commission also informed about the recently launched study
on technical specifications for the refill mechanisms and risks to public health associated with
the use of refillable electronic cigarettes. Member States were informed about the
standardisation work at CEN.

On illicit trade the Commission explained that the feasibility study for track and trace would
soon be finalised. It was announced that the document will be shared with Member States as
soon as possible. Also the opinion of the stakeholders concerned will be sought.

Member States were asked to reflect on these issues and to send possible additional comments
within two weeks.

The Commission proposed to the group the establishment of a new Expert Subgroup
(Working group) on electronic cigarettes. The Commission explained that such a Sub-group
would be useful in order to discuss issues related to Art. 20 of the TPD and its
implementation/transposition. The Expert Group agreed to the establishment of the Subgroup
on electronic cigarettes. The Commission plans to organise two meetings of the Subgroup in
2015 (May/June and October/November 2015)

The Commission also held a question and answer session on the TPD and its implementation,
and discussed the EU's and the MSs' participation in the WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control working groups.

The Commission underlined that it is doing its utmost to deliver timely and appropriate legal
acts and thanked the participants for a successful meeting. The next Expert group meeting is
scheduled for 15 October 2015. Subgroups will meet in between.
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