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TIMELINE OF THE EU’S HEALTH ACTIONS DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC: Epidemiological situation I Health Measures I EU Global efforts

31 DECEMBER 2019 
Wuhan reports first cases. European  

Centre for Disease Prevention and  
Control starts surveillance

FEBRUARY 2020 
First aid worth 

€232 million delivered to  
support global efforts

28 FEBRUARY 2020 
Joint procurement mechanism 

to secure masks and other 
equipment

24 APRIL 2020 
EU pledging effort for Coronavirus 
Global Response (€15.9 billion)

16 JUNE 2020 
Adoption of EU COVID-19 

Vaccines Strategy

13 AUGUST 2020 
Contract signed with  
Johnson & Johnson  

(authorised 11 March 2021)

27 AUGUST 2020 
Contract signed with AstraZeneca  

(authorised 29 January 2021)31 AUGUST 2020 
EU joins COVID-19 Vaccine 

Global Access Facility 
(COVAX)

9 SEPTEMBER 2020 
Contract signed with BioNTech-Pfizer 

(authorised 21 December 2020)

19 OCTOBER 2020
Adoption of EU-wide system of 

contact tracing and warning apps

11 NOVEMBER 2020  
Adoption of European Health Union for 

coordinated preparedness and response

25 NOVEMBER 2020 
Contract signed with Moderna
(authorised 6 January 2021)

25 NOVEMBER 2020
Adoption of Pharmaceutical 

Strategy for Europe

1 JULY 2021
EU Digital COVID Certificate  

enters into application

24 JANUARY 2020 
First reported European 

case of COVID-19

DECEMBER 2020 
Identification of 
Alpha Variant

8 JANUARY 2021
Second contract with BioNTech-

Pfizer to ensure additional  
vaccine doses

27 DECEMBER 2020
Vaccination starts in  

all EU Member States

2 DECEMBER 2020 
Adoption of Staying 

safe from COVID-19 during 
winter

17 FEBRUARY 2021 
Launch of the “HERA Incubator”  

as a European bio-defence  
preparedness plan

29 JANUARY 2021 
Mechanism to tackle the lack of  

transparency of vaccine  
exports outside the EU

21 MAY 2021
€1 billion Team Europe  

initiative on Africa
14 APRIL 2021

100M vaccine doses  
administered in the EU

17 FEBRUARY 2021
Second contract with Moderna to  
ensure additional vaccine doses

4 AUGUST 2021
Contract signed with Novavax 

(authorised 20 December 2021)

31 AUGUST 2021
 70% of the EU adult population 

fully vaccinated

22 SEPTEMBER 2021 
EU-US Global Vaccination 

Partnership

18 OCTOBER 2021
1 billion vaccine doses exported to 

more than 150 countries worldwide

NOVEMBER 2021
Identification of  
Omicron Variant

1 DECEMBER 2021
Adoption of Coordinated EU 

approach to address the 
 resurgence of COVID-19

10 FEBRUARY 2022  
HERA launches €1.3 billion  

work plan for response  
and preparedness

SEPTEMBER 2022
Goal for EU-US Partnership to 

achieve 70% global vaccination

16 SEPTEMBER 2021
 Creation of the Health Emergency 

Preparedness and Response Authority 
(HERA)

MARCH 2020
Strict public health 

measures in Italy, France, Spain  
and other EU countries

MAY 2021
Identification of 
Delta Variant


