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2 Everybody arriving hospital            Start the fight for saving life 

Family trust doctors & nurses 

Continuous  asking of situation 
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3 After investigation and  treatment 

Medical evaluation of patient 

 Indicates symptoms of brain death 

Losing battle of life, psychological stress for medical team 

Change of the therapeutic goal: potential Donor? 
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4 First conversation with family 

Explanation brain death: 

Building Trust , give information, give time for questions, use  

understandable language , in a quiet environment, be silent and  

listen , give support, explain that it’s an irreversible  situation 
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If family don’t understand brain death,  

it’s not possible to have an agreement for donation 
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6 Two different news reports: journalist speaks about brain-death… 

Judge orders to stop nutrition by feeding tube 

Use the right terminology 
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Second conversation with family 

First: control  Belgian donorregister (transplantcoordinator 24/24 u) 

Belgian Law and Donorregister (1986) opting-out system 
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No objection in data-bank:  
doctor starts conversation with introducing 

nurse, social worker, transplantcoordinator, religious leader 

Give information about organdonation, listen what they know about 

Speak always with respect and use the first-name of the deceased man, woman or child  

(conversation: what’s the opinion of the potential donor) 

Let family as much as they want beside the deceased 

If no objection, ask for specific wishes during the procedure 
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The doctor can’t take organs  

When he is informed at any way that the deceased  don’t want to be a 
donor (any way, can be a written paper, family,…) 

When there was objection in the databank 
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10 Support family after donation 

Give information to donorfamilies just after the procedure  

Write a letter with information of used organs and give some support 
and sympathy  

Send on of thanking cards and letters from organ recipients  

Send yearly a Christmas card 
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Give a positive culture to organdonation and transplantation 

The shortage of organs, increasing of waitinglist is an European problem 
Use patient organizations for sensiblisation in collaboration with TX-
coordinators 
No place for wild stories 
Convince the Government  the need of coorperation 

HEPATOTRANSPLANT  
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NATIONAL CAMPAIGNS IN BELGIUM 

Public 

Medical Doctors - nurses 

Coroners 
Schools 

Administration  
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Foie  

Pancréas  

Rein  

Poumon  

Moelle osseuse  

Cornée 

3.000 euros 

2.000 euros 

3.500 euros 

6.000 euros 

1.500 euros 

4.000 euros 
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Interrogation Belgian habitants (2009 Test-Aankoop) 

66 % have no problems with donation (altruïsme,egoisme) 
Refusing: 11% age and medical contra indication 
                  9% no trust in medical team 
                  5% religion reasons 
64% have insufficient information about organdonation 
2,5% of the interragtions had already contact with donation 
                    They’ll approve again but have some comments: 
                     -more feedback organs 
                     -conversation with doctor to technical and cold 
                     -question of donatie to early 
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Belgium one of the highest number of organs used for organtransplantation 


