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Incidence of cases in Bergamo

1 march:
209 cases

15 march:
3416 cases

31 march:
8803 cases

+ 8594 cases in march
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Covid patients coming to ED after lockdown

Lockdown

Slow decrease in the number of new cases after lockdown



• 500/1000 beds occupied by Covid patients (most requiring CPAP)

• 85/100 ICU beds occupied by Covid patients (all ventilated)

• 70 patients/day arriving to the Emergency Dpt with respiratory failure

• All programs closed apart from urgent surgery, oncology and 

Transplantation

• 30% Health Care Professionals off sick

• All doctors doing shifts on Covid wards

The situation in the hospital in march
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Liver transplant activity in Italy per week

Source: Centro Nazionale Trapianti http://www.trapianti.salute.gov.it/trapianti/homeCnt.jsp
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Worldwide comparison of organ donations trend

Source: Centro Nazionale Trapianti 
http://www.trapianti.salute.gov.it/trapianti/homeCnt.jsp
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COVID-19 is an immune-mediated disease caused by a powerful activation of the 
host immune system causing a severe cytokine storm and macrophage activation



Activity October 1997 – June 2020

7

40

33
30

41

46
43

30

36

31

39

30 30
28

23

29

20

26

33
31 31

29 29

11

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Children n=726

13 patients on the waiting list No mortality on the transplant list



• From March 6, all admitted patients were tested (NP/OP)

• General ped Unit: 45 infected patients (including 22 kawasaki

disease)

• Oncology Unit: 3 infected patients (fever and neutropenia in 

hepatoblastoma and rhabdoid tumor)

• Transplant Unit: none infected (including one with positive mother)

• Only 2 patients admitted for respiratory problems, the remainders

were asymptomatic

The situation in the Paediatric Dpt



• Bergamo one of the hardest hit area, reliable observation point

• Liver transplantation program slowed down on the adult side, not in 

the paediatric side

• SARS-CoV-2 mainly acts through activation of the immune system

• Immunosuppressed children do not seem to be at high risk

compared to the general population

• We should try to maintain our normal transplant activity

Conclusions



Bergamo holds on




