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Guidebook to help countries select, implement and evaluate 
best practice interventions in public health

In-depth analysis of candidate best practices in public health 
from both EU Member States and OECD Member Countries

Provision of advice to the EC, SGPP and Joint Actions testing 
new candidate best practices for future assessment

OECD Work Improves the Rigour and Reliability of 

Selecting, Implementing and Evaluating Best Practices



• The Guidebook is developed based on the 
literature, expert feedback as well as outputs 
produced by European projects such as 
JANPA, CHRODIS-PLUS and SCIROCCO;

• The Guidebook is applicable to all types of 
public health interventions such as those 
tackling risk factors, NCDs and mental ill-
health as well as to interventions tackling 
infectious diseases;

• The Guidebook is a tool to help national and 
local level policy makers select best practices 
in public health and lays out the frameworks 
used to assess the candidate best practices;

• The guidebook will be released in the coming 
weeks: stay tuned!

The Guidebook for Best Practices in Public Health 

Will Be Released Soon

Structure of OECD’s Guidebook to select, implement 
and evaluate best practices in public health 



Intervention description

Assessment against 5 criteria

Effectiveness, 

Efficiency

Equity

Evidence-base

Extent of 
coverage

Economic evaluation

The OECD 
microsimulation 
model is used 
whenever data 
allows

Otherwise, 
evidence from 
studies on similar 
interventions is 
used for a high-
level assessment

Enhancement options

Uses the same 5 
criteria of the 
assessment

Enhancement 
options are  
evidence-based 
and drawn from 
the literature

Transferability

Indicator-based 
transferability 
assessment

Grouping of 
countries based 
on objective and 
standard 
approaches, 
identifying 
potential 
challenges

Candidate Best Practices Are Evaluated Using a 

Standard Approach Co-developed with Countries

An assessment is produced for each 
evaluated candidate best practice



Groups of Homogeneous Candidate Best Practices 

Are Published in Booklets

Healthy lifestyles

• Nutrition and physical 

activity programs

Healthy environments

• Bike and walking paths

• Mass media campaigns 

• Reformulation policies 

• Food procurement 

Digital approaches

• mHealth apps targeting risk 

factors such as diabetes, 

physical inactivity and 

obesity

Integrated care

• Coordination between 

different levels of care 

and professionals

A first booklet on healthy lifestyles will be presented to the December meeting of the Health Committee, for 
publication planned in Q1-2022. A second booklet on integrated care is in preparation. Others will be 
released at a later stage

In addition to the analyses of the case studies, each booklet contains an assessment and recommendation 
chapter, bringing together the main high-level findings and a background chapter describing the context 
relevant to the assessed interventions



OECD is working with several European Joint Actions 



• Note the study and lessons it has already generated;

• Consider how SGPP can be further involved in the project, for 
example by:

– proposing candidate best practice interventions in public health;

– requesting support to OECD for relevant Joint Actions, from design to 
implementation; and

– requesting and supporting the development of country-specific modelling 
modules to increase precision and tailor outputs to EU Member States’ 
needs.

Delegates to SGPP are invited to:

health.contact@oecd.org https://oe.cd/publichealth

mailto:health.contact@oecd.org

