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The meeting focused on the implementation of the Tobacco Products Directive
2014/40/EU (TPD), in particular in the area of packaging and labelling and two draft
Commission implementing decisions circulated before the meeting.

First, the Commission presented the draft Commission implementing decision on the
positioning of the general warning and the information message on roll-your own
tobacco based on Article 9 (6) TPD. It was explained that the draft had been notified to
the WTO under the TBT agreement and a 60 day standstill (until mid-August) has to be
respected before the committee could be invited to vote. It was also stressed that an
external contractor had provided input to the work, in particular to identify main types of
roll-your own pouches and the most commonly used materials in these pouches.

In general, Member States supported the approach suggested by the Commission. A few
Member States said they would be in favour of no or a shorter transitional period for
packets made of polyethylene or laminate material, while others suggested a longer
period or asked whether the transitional option could be used permanently. The
Commission responded that the transitional period was proposed to allow industry time
to adapt their production process, but that ultimately the warnings should be positioned
on the inside of the flap to ensure a better visibility and an equal treatment of different
pouch types.

A few minor clarifications were also proposed to the text. The Commission promised to
circulate a slightly modified text based on the discussion and asked Member States to
send any additional comments as soon as possible.

Secondly, the Commission presented the draft Commission implementing decision on the
layout, design and shape of combined health warnings based on Article 10 (4) TPD. It
was indicated that the draft had been notified to the WTO under the TBT agreement and
a 60 day standstill (until end August) has to be respected before the committee could be



invited to vote. It was also stressed that an external contractor had provided input to the
work and that Member States could expect to receive technical files on the picture
warnings in October.

In general, Member States welcomed the draft proposal and no suggestions for
modifications were made at the meeting. The Commission asked Member States to send
any additional comments as soon as possible. A few points have been raised after the
meeting, including allowing some flexibility for combined health warnings on the front
of packets with large flip top lids and for fonts to be used in combined health warnings
on tobacco products other than cigarettes and RY O tobacco.

Thirdly, the Commission gave a short update on the TPD implementation in general and
referred the participants to the implementation plan which is published and regularly
updated on the DG SANTE website. A short update on the development of the legal acts
and the key orientations in the other areas of the TPD were also given, including on
ingredients, e-cigarettes and track & trace.

Fourthly, the Commission indicated a few issues on packaging and labelling where
industry stakeholders have asked for information from Member States as soon as possible
on how they intend to transpose TPD. These concern whether other products than
cigarettes, roll-your own tobacco and water-pipe tobacco will need to carry combined
health warnings (Art. 9/10 or 11), which general warning will be required (Art. 9 (1)), the
cessation information to be used (Art. 10 (1b)), the use of the tax stamp exemption
(Art.10 (1e)) and the use of the exhaustion of stock provision (Art. 30).

Finally, a short discussion took place about a proposal to develop CEN standards for
track and trace systems and security features. The committee was generally concerned
about this, in particular in the context of the regulatory power foreseen under Articles 15
and 16 TPD.
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