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As a guideline user, 
how can you tell 

which health care 
guideline to trust? 

 

 

As a guideline 
developer, how can 

you produce 
trustworthy 
guidelines? 

 



Why have standards/tools for guideline quality 
assurance?       
        
 

Guidelines are more likely to be of higher 
quality if they meet specific quality criteria 
such as described by standards and tools.  
 
Standards and tools are crucial in minimizing the 
quality differences among guidelines and to 
promote the development of trustworthy 
guidelines. 

 



Appraisal of Guidelines for Research and 
Evaluation II 

http://www.agreetrust.org  

 

 

AGREE II 

To evaluate the 
process of guideline 
development and the 
quality of reporting of 
this process in the 
guideline 

http://www.agreetrust.org/


23 items organised into 6 domains 

 

 Scope and purpose 

 Stakeholder involvement 

 Rigour of development 

 Clarity of presentation 

 Applicability 

 Editorial independence 



AGREE II 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Strongly  
disagree 

Strongly  
agree 



Example - Domain: Rigour of development 

 
7. Systematic methods were used to search for evidence. 
8. The criteria for selecting the evidence are clearly described. 
9. The strengths and limitations of the body of evidence are clearly 
described. 
10. The methods for formulating the recommendations are clearly 
described. 
11. The health benefits, side effects, and risks have been considered in 
formulating the recommendations. 
12. There is an explicit link between the recommendations and the 
supporting evidence. 
13. The guideline has been externally reviewed by experts prior to its 
publication. 
14. A procedure for updating the guideline is provided. 



Domain: Rigour of development 
Item 14. A procedure for updating the guideline is provided. 

AGREE II 



Institute of Medicine (IOM)  

 

Clinical practice guidelines  

we can trust 

 

 

 

http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Clinical-Practice-
Guidelines-We-Can-Trust/Standards.aspx  

 

http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2011/Clinical-Practice-
Guidelines-We-Can-Trust.aspx 

 



25 standards covering 8 areas 

 
 Establishing transparency  

 Management of conflict of interest   

 Guideline development group composition  

 Clinical practice guideline–systematic review intersection  

 Establishing evidence foundations for and rating strength of 
recommendations  

 Articulation of recommendations  

 External review  

 Updating  



Qaseem  A et al., 2012  
http://www.g-i-n.net/ 



 
The Guideline Development Checklist project is a partnership 
between the G-I-N and McMaster University  

 
Offer a comprehensive toolbox of items linked to 
relevant resources and other tools to facilitate the 
development of trustworthy guidelines  

 
Not to create a guideline credibility or quality checklist, but a 
tool to plan and track all stages of the guideline enterprise and to 
help the developers ensure that not key steps are missed. 

 

18 overarching topics and 146 items   
     Schuenemann HJ et al., 2014 

Guidelines 2.0 
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Rome| 23-24 February 2015 
Interactive website 
cebgrade.mcmaster.ca/guidecheck.html 
  



www.rarebestpractices.eu  
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1. The citation also contains a link to the abstract or full text for ease of access. 







Training tools 

 Aim: To promote and support the development and use of 
trustworthy health care guidelines  for rare diseases. 

1) a glossary (61 definitions), available at 
http://www.rarebestpractices.eu/pagine-23-glossary 

2) a video tutorial on how to consult RareGUIDELINE and 
RareGAP  

3) a tutorial on the application of AGREE II on guidelines for 
rare diseases by using a practical example  

4) a tutorial to assess the quality of evidence utilizing the 
GRADE methodology 

 Timeline: all to be released by the end of December 2016. 

 



Thank you!! 
 
paola.laricchiuta@iss.it 
 
domenica.taruscio@iss.it   
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