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The EU4Health Programme is the largest and 
most ambitious EU health funding programme 
ever. Since 2021, as part of the work to 
deliver a strong European Health Union, it has 
provided funding to EU Member States and 
associated countries, health organisations 
and NGOs to strengthen the resilience of 
health systems, promote innovation in the 
health sector and enhance health crisis 
preparedness. 

As a main health funding source, it has been 
key to build the European Health Union, 
implement EU priorities and launch game 
changing new initiatives, including the reform 
of the EU pharmaceutical legislation, the 
European Health Data Space, Europe’s Beating 
Cancer Plan, Health Technology Assessment, 
medical devices and mental health.

Between 2021 and April 2024:

726 contracts signed with partners such 
as: health ministries; national, regional and 
other public authorities; healthcare and health 
research organisations; and non-profit and 
private entities.

Authorities of 22 countries participating. 

499 organisations collaborating in joint 
actions across European countries.

€4.6 billion to invest from 2021-2027



Examples of key projects 
and actions launched by 
EU4Health1 :

Improve and foster health in the EU

Protect people in the EU from 
serious cross-border health threats 
and improve crisis management 
capacity 

€741 million to improve and foster health in 
the EU, including through health promotion and 
prevention for disease such as cancer. 

•	25 countries working together under joint 
action PreventNCD to reduce the burden of 
non-communicable diseases.

•	A European Network of Youth Cancer 
Survivors is improving the quality of life 
and care of childhood, adolescent and young 
adult cancer survivors. 

•	 The first EU Network of Comprehensive 
Cancer Centres has been launched to 
set up to improve access to high-quality 
diagnostics and care and the latest 
innovative treatments. 

•	600 000 displaced people from Ukraine 
have received psychological first aid and 
mental health services in 22 Member 
States and 3 non-EU countries.

€698 million for actions to improve the EU’s 
ability to better prevent, prepare and respond 
to health emergencies and ensure access to 
medical countermeasures:

•	6 EU reference laboratories contribute to 
improving EU preparedness and ensuring 
a swift detection and response in case of 
disease outbreaks.

•	Under EU FAB, six companies have secured 
manufacturing capacities to ensure that 
vaccines can be fully produced within the 
EU in case of an emergency.

•	23 Member States implement a One 
Health surveillance system to reinforce 
the EU’s preparedness against cross border 
health threats.

•	26 countries are working together under a 
joint action (EU-WISH) on EU wastewater 
surveillance to boost prevention, 
preparedness and response.

•	120 partners across 30 countries are 
working together to reduce antimicrobial 
resistance through the EU-JAMRAI project.

  1 Between January 2021 and April 2024   
(cut-off date of the interim evaluation)
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Make medicines and medical 
devices available and affordable  
and support innovation

Strengthen health systems, the 
healthcare workforce, and digital 
transformation   

€790 million to ensure improve access to 
medicines and creating a more attractive 
environment for research and innovation:

•	Authorities of 22 countries’ working 
together to tackle shortages of medicines 
and improving security of supply.

•	Capacity building to address the challenges 
of access to medicines. 

•	Clinical trials safety assessment and 
facilitated conduct of clinical trials 
cooperation in the EU is supported by joint 
action SAFE CT with 22 countries involved.

•	24 EU National Competent Authorities 
collaborate in JAMS 2.0 consortium to 
reinforce the market surveillance of 
medical devices and in vitro diagnostics 
medical devices across the EU.

€519 million for actions to strengthen 
national health systems, including through 
increased resilience and preparedness of the 
healthcare workforce, digital transformation 
of the healthcare and enhanced collaboration 
between healthcare providers:

•	40% increase in participation in European 
Reference Networks – 1619 healthcare 
providers have allowed 2.24 million patients 
to receive expert advice on diagnoses and 
treatments. 

•	22 European countries receiving support 
to digitalise their health systems and 
increase the geographic coverage of 
MyHealth@EU services.

•	Strengthening digital capabilities of cancer 
centres in the EU to improve cancer 
prevention, early detection and care. 

•	 Training and capacity-building for 
healthcare professionals to improve 
healthcare workforce preparedness 
and ensure Member States are better 
equipped to manage surges in demand for 
healthcare.

•	Support to Member States in retaining and 
attracting nurses in their health systems 
and address shortages in nurses.


