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Why? 
 
"..a focus on…making sure that Commission proposals and 
activities are based on sound scientific evidence and 
contribute best to our jobs and growth agenda" 
  

President Jean-Claude Juncker, in his mission letter to 
Carlos Moedas, 1 November 2014 
 
"The new mechanism will provide high quality, timely, 
independent scientific advice to policy making… and will 
build upon the wealth of expertise available both in Europe 
and in the services of the European Commission". 

 
Commissioner Moedas, Informal Competitiveness 
Council lunch, July 2015 



What does success look like? 

Scientific advice provided  
by SAM is a valuable component of the  
EC decision making process 

SAM has helped to improve the interaction 
between the supply and demand side of scientific 
advice 

SAM is perceived as providing scientific 
advice in an independent,  transparent way 

SAM has contributed to building trust in the 
way decisions are taken by EC policy-makers 



How do we get there? 



• A mechanism!  

• Roles and responsibilities  
of the different parts 

 

• High Level Group of  
Scientific Advisors 

• European Academies 

• Commissioner Moedas and College 

• Inter-service Group  

• Agencies 

• Scientific community 

• SAM secretariat 



How? 



We also need a fundamental review of 
the way European institutions access 
and use scientific advice. In the next 
Commission I want to set up a Chief 
Scientific Advisor who has the power 
to deliver proactive, scientific advice throughout all stages 
of policy development and delivery. This will reflect the 
central importance I attach to Research and Innovation.  

José Manuel Barroso, 18 September 2009 

Learning from experience 



Eight ways  to improve expert advice  
Sutherland, Burgman; Nature, 15 Oct 2015 
 

• Use groups 
• Choose members carefully 
• Don't be starstruck 
• Avoid homogeneity 
• Don't be bullied 

Science Advice to Governments: Diverse systems, common 
challenges  
Wilsdon, Allen, Paulavets; The Guardian Aug 2014 
 

• Distinguish between 'Science for Policy' and 'Policy for Science' 
• Improve quality through multi- and inter-disciplinary expertise 

Learning from others 



Professor Janusz M. Bujnicki 
Head of the Laboratory of 
Bioinformatics and Protein 
Engineering, International Institute of 
Molecular and Cell Biology, Warsaw 
 

•  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Professor Pearl Dykstra 
Professor of Sociology, Erasmus 
University, Rotterdam 

 

• Professor Julia Slingo 
Chief Scientist, Met Office, Exeter  

• Cédric Villani 
Director, Henri Poincaré 
Institute, Paris 

•Professor Rolf-Dieter Heuer 
Director-General, European 
Organization for Nuclear 
Research (CERN) 

• Professor Henrik C. Wegener 
Executive Vice President, Chief Academic 
Officer and Provost, Technical University 
of Denmark 

 

Professor Elvira Fortunato 
Professor, Materials Science 
Department of the Faculty of Science 
and Technology, NOVA University, 
Lisbon 

Whom? 
 
 



What? 
 
EC decision setting up the HLG 
Criteria: 
1) Policy relevance 
2) Added value 

 
Tasks: 
1) Responsive 

• Provide independent scientific advice to EU policy and 
legislation (not duplicating existing advice) 

 
2) Proactive 

• Identify policies where advice required 
 

• Recommend improvements to interaction between 
policy and advice 

 
 



Avoiding duplication 
& adding value 



When? 

• Nov 2015  Press release announcing the  
   7 members of the High Level  
   Group 
 

• Dec 2015  Inter Service Group meets 
•                             High Level Group starts   

   working 
 

• 29 Jan 2016 First meeting of High Level Group 
 



Trickier questions? 

Internal organisational 

Ensure synergy 

Ensure buy-in 

• President's priority 
• Close working relationship in college 

and at services level 
• JRC  
• EU-ANSA  

External organisational • HLG - Academies and other science 
advice providers - MS  

Scope 
• Long, medium, short 
• Critical to EU policy development or 

legislation 
• Pro-active 

Go beyond the 
HLG 

Communications • Under development: relations with 
scientific community, civil society 

Processes 
• e.g. how to identify topics for scientific 

advice 



Questions? 


