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• Background 

• EU SDG indicator set and trend assessment 

• Progress made in SDG 3 « Good Health and 

Well-being » 

• 2019 SDG monitoring report  
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EU SDG monitoring:  
policy background 

Commission Communication COM(2016) 
739 on Next steps for a sustainable 
European future, released on  
22 November 2016 

«From 2017 onwards, the Commission 
will carry out more detailed regular 

monitoring of the Sustainable 
Development Goals in an EU context, 

developing a reference indicator 
framework for this purpose»  
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3883_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3883_en.htm
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Sustainability is  
multidimensional. 

 

Indicator set balanced  
among social, economic,  
environmental and institutional  
dimensions of SDGs. 

Key features of EU SDG indicator set 
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• Indicators chosen for their relevance and 
statistical quality [strong links with EU policies & in line with 

European Statistics Code of practice] 

• Result of a broad consultative process 
[including: Commission Services, Member States (via NSIs), EU 
Council Committees (EMCO, SPC, EFC), academia, civil society…] 

• Favourable opinion of the European Statistical 
System Committee on 18 May 2017 

• Indicator set open to regular reviews  
[to incorporate indicators from new data sources and to take into 
account new EU policy priorities] 
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EU SDG indicator set 
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EU SDG indicator set 2019:  
    Main characteristics 

• 99 different indicators, evenly distributed  
across the 17 SDGs 

• 41 multipurpose indicators, reinforcing links between 
goals and narrative of reporting 

• 87 indicators updated annually 

• 65 indicators from official statistics, 34 from other 
sources [EEA, OECD, EIGE etc.] 

• 55 aligned with UN SDG indicators 

• 28 aligned with high-level scoreboards of EU policies 
[10 Commission priorities, Europe 2020, European Pillar of 
Social Rights] 
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• Assessment of individual indicator trends… 

o …with an existing quantitative policy target: 
„Is the EU on track to reach the target?“ 

o …without a quantitative target: 
„Is the EU moving in the right direction with  
regards to…?“ 

 

 

• Goal-level trend aggregation: 
„Is the EU progressing towards SDG x?“ 
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Trend assessment: Overview 
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Comparison of SDG indicator sets 
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UN SDG indicators  
(as of 31 December 2018) 

EU SDGs indicators  
(2019 set) 

Structured along 169 targets Structured along 17 goals 

232 indicators 99 indicators; 
55 aligned with UN SDG indicators 

44% (101 indicators) “ready to use” 
(tier I) 

100% “ready to use” 

5 multipurpose indicators 41 multipurpose indicators 

Each country appoints responsible 
institutions for global data reporting 

Eurostat publishes data on website 
66 indicators from official statistics,  
33 from other sources 

Comprehensive reviews in 2020 and 
2025 

Reviewed regularly 
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EU SDG monitoring 
Overview of 2018 results  
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Progress made in SDG 3 
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Healthy lives 

Health determinants 

Causes of death 

Access to health care 



Eurostat 

11 



Eurostat 

12 



Eurostat 

Smoking prevalence 
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Death rate due to chronic diseases 
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People killed in road accidents 
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2019 SDG monitoring report 

8 January 2019 - Publication of final 2019 EU SDG 
indicator set 

 

Beginning of July 2019 - EU SDG monitoring report 

 

9 – 18 July 2019 - High Level Political Forum 
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Monitoring report & Brochure 

Digital publication – NEW! 

Statistics Explained 
articles 

Dedicated SDG website 

Eurostat  
2018 EU SDG monitoring package 

Online database 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-statistical-books/-/KS-01-18-656
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-catalogues/-/KS-02-18-827
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/en/web/products-catalogues/-/KS-02-18-827
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-statistical-books/-/KS-01-18-656
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/sdgs/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/digpub/sdgs/
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union&stable=1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union&stable=1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union&stable=1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Sustainable_development_in_the_European_Union&stable=1
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/overview
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/overview
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/main-tables
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/main-tables
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION 

 

 

 

Eurostat's EU SDG dedicated website:  
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/overview 
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/overview
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Enhance relevance and statistical quality while 
ensuring comparability between monitoring rounds. 

• preserve key features of EU SDG indicator set  
[6 indicators per SDG, multipurpose indicators] 

• new indicators replacing existing ones  
[only if improving relevance for monitoring SDGs in an EU context and/or if 
of better statistical quality than their predecessors] 

• “On hold” list with indicator proposals to be 
considered in future reviews  
[currently 18 indicators “on hold”] 

• Broad consultative process 

Review of EU SDG indicator set 
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Key findings SDG 3 
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