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Danish Consumer Council
THINK Chemicals

Government grant 2014-16 (2 mil. Euros)
Test products for unwanted substances
Inform consumers

Dialog with retailers and industry
Establish European consumer NGO network
Work on legislation at Danish and EU Level.
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International representation

Consumtr " Trans Atlantic
BEUC . Ll 'i-) Consumer E;ialogue

S M@
o

%
/s ?anEc

Z
A
PNATO

Forbrugerradet
Taenk

Danish Consumer Council



http://www.consumersinternational.org/

Consumer expectations

« Safe products
* We won’t be harmed by using products

* We get the information we need to make
safe choices ~

In short:

* We need not worry about
consumer goods, and =
whether they are safe or not.

Because they are safe ... Right!?
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EDCs are everywhere
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Test of articles for children

Autostole Klapvogne Baereseler Vidservietter Solcremer til barn Puslepuder Bleer Flyverdragter
Testet { alt: 93 Testet 1 alt: 56 Testet 1 alt: 12 Testet 1 alt: 31 Testet 1 alt: 13 Testet { alt: 7 Testet { alt: 11 Testet 1 alt: 10

Barnevogne Cykelanhangere Legetaj Babylotion Sutter Gulvpuslespil Bodystockinger
Testet { alt: 7 Testet { alt: 7 Testet { alt: 53 Testet 1 alt: 26 Testet 1 alt: 11 Testet 1 alt: 14 Testet 1 alt: 18

@ Uden indhold af skadelig kemi. Mindre indhold af skadelig kemi. @ Vaesentligt indhold af skadelig kemi. Forbrugerridet Tzenk // Februar 2015 // 37
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TILBUD BOLIG =~ SK@NHED HAVELIV CYKLER BABY LEGET@J VIN MAERKER RESTMARKED

Laskre og indbydende ser de ud, sadan nogle friskbagte muffins. Hvis de er
bagt i en papirform, ber du imidlertid ikke servere dem for bern og gravide

Foto: Polfoto Du er her: Coop.dk > Om Coop » Presse » Pressemeddelelser

Fyldt med kemi: Sa far"g er SR Coop takes microwave popcorn of the shelves

d i n m Uffi nfO rm » ARSRAPPORTER

» ANALYSERAPRORTER Coop vil ikke le=ngere seslge mikroovns-popcorn. Emballagen indeholder nemlig
» LOGOER fluorerede stoffer, der ifelge forskere er hormonforstyrrende og bl.a. kan ege
Dine muffinforme er propfyldt med farlig kemi — og born ¢ " VED/EGTER OG REGLER risikoen for kreeft, abort og medfare et svaekket immunforsvar.

gravide ber sa vidt muligt undga at spise kage bagtide s » sAMMEN OM BEDRE MAD

forme. Det fortaller Fadevarestyrelsen i kampagnen "Ma Coop flerner nu mikroovns-popcorn fra sine 1200 butikker. Det skyldes, at anerkendte forskere og

myndigheder er bekymret for de fluorerede stoffer, der anvendes | emballagen. Senest har forskere fra

» JOB OG KARRIERE
Syddansk Universitet pavist en eget risiko for spontan abort blandt kvinder med hejt fluorindhold i blodet.

» VORES VARER
Coop gennemfarie a n udfasning af alle fluorerede stoffer | egne varemasrker. Séledes er alt

+ ANSVARLIGHED madpapir, muffinform oops egne varemaerker | dag fri for de skadelige fluor stoffer.

& SCiDn DTU Mikroovnspopcorn h are en sarlig udfordring.
» KONCERN
"Vi har arbejdet intenst med vores leverandarer for at finde alternativer til fluor-stoffer i emballagen il
h ne
Articles Videos

Health & Medicine Mind & Brain Plants & Animals Earth & Climate Space & Time Matter &
Solcreme og tandpasta kan edelagge

Science News ... from universities, journals, and other research organizations d | ns ad

Ny forskning viser, at hormonforstyrrende stoffer i solcreme og tandpasta pavirker

Endocrine-Disrupting Chemicals Pose Global Health Threat, Experts mandens sedcellor
Say Af Ritzau forbrug

Sep. 19, 2013 — In an editorial published in Related Topics
Endocrinology, a journal of The Endocrine Society,
endocrine experts agreed that endocrine-disrupting  Health & Medicine Articles
chemicals (EDCs) pose a threat to human health » Hormone Disorders » Endocrine system
and to the ecosystems of Earth. The editorial comes » Human Biology » Pituitary gland

in response to a commentary (Dietrich et al. Chem  g.41, 8 Climate » Endocrinology
Biol Interact) signed by a number of editors of » Environmental » Hormone

toxicology journals that dismisses the state-of-the- Awareness » Huma}ﬂ thsiologv
arience nn FNCe and aranes far the statiis ann in b Farth Qrianca » Anterior pituitary
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Problems with EDCs
- low sperm count in young men
- Boys with malformed reproductive organs

- Early puberty for girls
- Endocrine disrupting effects in nature

- Obesity

! Is it hormones?
Isit fat? Is it something
in the water?
How parents and

p kids are coping

EARLY *
, PUBERTY}

IGIRLS ARE_ I 28
GROJING UP FASTER' 888




Scientists:Action 1s needed

20009:
Copenhagen

2011: EU - State

of the art

2012: WHO —
state of the
science

Forbrugerriadet
Taenk




Healthcare costs in the EU
of NOT handling EDCs

150.000.000.000 euros

or more....




Late lessons — early warnings
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EEA Report | No 172013

Late lessons from early warnings:
science, precaution, innovation




Predicted costs by industry
in the face of new environmental regulations




Danish consumers want a ban on EDCs

2013:

8 out of 10 Danes wants a ban

on EDC In consumer goods
(DCC consumer panel, March 2013)

2015:

9 out of 10 wants the Danish
government to go beyond
EU legislation and

ban EDC in consumer goods
(Gallup, April 2015)
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In conclusion:

We see the problems around us
(Science has charted them)

We know the hazards of EDCs
(signs in animal tests)

We know enough to regulate
(says the scientists)

We’ll probably never have conclusive evidence
(no test on humans)




Is there a political will!?
When does the use of the
precautionary principle start?

It starts now!

Ban chemicals that have shown
negative endocrine effects
INn animals studies (in vivo)
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Potential impacts for consumers

Better Health
Better Environment
Safer products

Environmentally sustainable
agriculture.

* Improved reputation of food and
farmers

 And not least a lower tax bill, when
healthcare cost are reduced.
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In the meantime, what can consumers do?

It is difficult!!

 Check the chemicals con- v 5B
tent (cosmetics, food and a e
few other products)

* Choose eco-labelled products

* Ask! - right-to-know.
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