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Danish Consumer Council  
THINK Chemicals 

• Government grant 2014-16 (2 mil. Euros) 

• Test products for unwanted substances 

• Inform consumers 

• Dialog with retailers and industry 

• Establish European consumer NGO network 

• Work on legislation at Danish and EU Level. 
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International representation 
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http://www.consumersinternational.org/


Consumer expectations 

• Safe products 

• We won’t be harmed by using products 

• We get the information we need to make 
safe choices 

 

In short: 

• We need not worry about  
consumer goods, and  
whether they are safe or not.  
 
Because they are safe ... Right!? 
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EDCs are everywhere 
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Test of articles for children 
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Problems with EDCs 
- low sperm count in young men 
- Boys with malformed reproductive organs 
- Early puberty for girls 
- Endocrine disrupting effects in nature 
- Obesity 
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Scientists:Action is needed 

2009: 
Copenhagen  

2011: EU - State 
of the art 

2012: WHO – 
state of the 

science 
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Late lessons – early warnings 
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Industry overestimating the costs  
…  a major obstacle  … to protect 
health and environment.  
 
Three main problems: 
 1. cost models are too static and 
limited 
2. the cost reductions when 
complying with several regulations 
at the same time are ignored 
3. the benefits of adapting are 
underestimated. 

CHEMSecs report ”Cry Wolf” 
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Danish consumers want a ban on EDCs 
 

2013: 

8 out of 10 Danes wants a ban 

 on EDC in consumer goods  
(DCC consumer panel, March 2013) 

 

2015: 

9 out of 10 wants the Danish 

 government to go beyond 

 EU legislation and  

ban EDC in consumer goods  
(Gallup, April 2015) 
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In conclusion: 
 

We see the problems around us  
(Science has charted them) 

 
We know the hazards of EDCs  

(signs in animal tests) 
 

We know enough to regulate  
(says the scientists) 

 
We’ll probably never have conclusive evidence  

(no test on humans) 
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Is there a political will!?  

When does the use of the  
precautionary principle start? 

It starts now!  

Ban chemicals that have shown 

negative endocrine effects  

in animals studies (in vivo) 



Potential impacts for consumers 

 

• Better Health 

• Better Environment 

• Safer products 

• Environmentally sustainable 
agriculture. 

• Improved reputation of food and 
farmers 

• And not least a lower tax bill, when 
healthcare cost are reduced. 
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In the meantime, what can consumers do? 

It is difficult!! 

 

• Check the chemicals con- 

tent (cosmetics, food and a 

few other products) 

 

• Choose eco-labelled products 

 

• Ask! - right-to-know. 
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Thank you for 
your attention 

 
cj@fbr.dk 


