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 FP7 research (2012-2015) 

 Interdisciplinary, 6 regions, 

12 institutions   

 Social contract theory  

 UHC as post-2015 goal, 

shared (CBDR) responsibility 

 Analyzing post-2015 process 

 Consultations with leaders 

and communities 

 Identifying priorities for 

implementation health SDG 

 Policy dialogue on 

recommendations, political 

drivers & feasibility 

 
www.go4health.eu  

http://thoughtleader.co.za/jasonhickel/2015/09/10/why-the-new-sustainable-development-goals-wont-make-the-world-a-better-place/
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EU role in Global Health & position on SDGs 

Council Conclusions (2010): The EU role in Global Health    

 Protect and promote the Right to Health  

 Common agreed EU values; solidarity, equity, UHC 

 Support HRH, access to medicines, infrastructure and logistics, 

financing and management & SDH/HiaP 

 EU support increased leadership WHO  

 EU strong & coherent voice global health governance 

 

CCs (14/15): Post-2015 agenda &  A new global partnership 

 Emphasizes critical importance of UHC  

 Mainstreaming sustainable development in domestic public 

finance 

 EU reaffirms commitment to achieve 0.7% ODA/GNI. Catalyse 

investments LDCs & fragile states (0.2% ODA) 

 leveraging additional finance; international levies and taxes 

 Policy coherence for development 
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The Human Right to Health 
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“These ‘MDGs-plus’ would provide the basic rights that every 

citizen on the planet should expect … with, where necessary, for 

the poorest countries, the support of the international 

community through continued overseas development assistance.” 

 
(Piebalgs A. Achieving the MDGs and looking to the future.                

Luxembourg: European Commission; 2012) 
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Sridhar, Devi, et al. "Universal Health Coverage and the Right to Health From Legal 

Principle to Post-2015 Indicators." International Journal of Health Services 45.3 (2015): 

495-506. 



7 

What does this imply for UHC policies? 
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A Universal Truth: No Health Without a Workforce (WHO/GHWA 2013)  

“There is a current deficit of about 7.2 million skilled health professionals. A 

projection model driven by population growth would lead to a global deficit of 

about 12.9 million by 2035.”   
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6 reasons (mentioned by interview responders)  

 RtH has been somewhat on the sides 

 It is part of a broader sidelining of Human Rights 

 Specific anxiety about SRHR, implications for 

negotiations    

 Overarching post-2015 RtH goal too big to be defined 

 RtH goal is too difficult to be implemented  

 RtH already implicit in the existing health goal  
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A policy window advancing UHC…? 

 SDGs global diplomatic consensus  

 UHC explicitly incorporated in targets 

 EU member states have supported UHC 

in post-2015 agenda and governance 

 Pithy recommendations  

 Post-2015 ‘Universal’ agenda 

 Constructive incrementalism = 

“progressive realization” 

 Advancing health security must be 

grounded in strong, universal, equitable 

health systems (‘human security’)  

 Sustainable development, health 

security, climate change agendas might 

move health systems strengthening to 

center of G7/G20 and EU foreign policy 

(EEAS, EU delegation) ?  
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Financial measures: Addis Ababa Conference on 

Financing for Development July 2015 

Domestic resource mobilization 
Government: countries agreed to measures aimed at widening the 

revenue base, improving tax collection, and combatting tax evasion, and 

illicit financial flows. 

 

Private Sector: Importance of matching private investment with 

Sustainable development incentives and disincentives through public 

policies and regulatory frameworks 

 

Development Assistance: countries reaffirmed commitments for official 

development assistance (e.g. existing promises of 0.7% GNI, 15-20% to 

least developed countries and fragile states). ODA leverages further 

investment and innovative, blended, finance mechanisms  

 

 CBDR principle excluded from SDG partnership!  
            (Adapted from Evans, 2015) 
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“The goals are not only a missed opportunity, they are actively 

dangerous: they lock in the global development agenda for the next 

15 years around a failing economic model that requires urgent and 

deep structural changes.” 

 

“Eradicating poverty of this magnitude would require changing the rules 

of the global economy to make it fairer for the world’s majority. The 

SDGs fail us on this. They offer to tinker with the global economic 

system in a well-meaning bid to make it all seem a bit less violent.” 

 
Jason Hickel: Five reasons to think twice about the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goals, Sept. 2015 

 

http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/africaatlse/2015/09/23/five-reasons-to-think-twice- about-the-

uns-sustainable-development-goals/ 

  

 

             

…contradiction of Growth  
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Contact details and further info    

Material for presentation based on work by Go4Health colleagues: 

www.go4health.eu  

HEALTH-F1–2012–305240 

 

Contact: 

 

rvandepas@itg.be 

 

rhammonds@itg.be  

 

www.internationalhealthpolicies.org 

 

http://www.clingendael.nl/person/remco-van-de-pas?lang=nl 
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