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Indicators in use

Four main indicators in current use:

• Unprotected anal intercourse (UAI).
• Condom use. 
• Number of partners.
• HIV testing.

Considerable diversity exists between countries.



UAI: specific indicators
currently used
• UAI with any partner. 
• UAI with a casual partner. 
• UAI with a main partner. 
• UAI with a partner of unknown status.
• UAI with a partner of unknown or 

discordant status.
• UAI with a casual partner of unknown or 

discordant status.
• UAI with a main partner of unknown or 

discordant status.



Suggested set of indicators

• UAI with a partner of unknown or discordant 
HIV status*.

• UAI with a partner of the same HIV status*.
• Diagnosed with STI. 
• Tested for HIV.
• Percentage who are HIV positive.
• Number of sexual partners. 
• Used condom at last anal intercourse.
• Where men met their sexual partners.

* main, casual



Behavioural indicators in MSM: 
Conclusion
• The diversity of behavioural indicators limits 

the extent to which direct comparisons can be 
made between EU Member States at present.

• We suggest that European countries reach an 
agreement on a core set of indicators.

• The process of harmonising HIV and STI 
behavioural surveillance among MSM in 
Europe should continue.
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Project team
Françoise Dubois-Arber, IUMSP – team leader (and youth)
Brenda Spencer, IUMSP – general population
André Jeannin, IUMSP - survey on behavioural surveillance in MS
Bertrand Graz, IUMSP – literature review (and youth)
Vivian Hope, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine - IDU
Jonathan Elford, City University London - MSM
France Lert, Inserm Unit U687 "Public Health and Epidemiology of

Professional and Social Determinants of Health"  France - PLWHA
Helen Ward, STI Prevention and Control Research Group, Department of 

Infectious Disease Epidemiology, Imperial College London - CSW
Nicola Low, Sexual and Reproductive Health Research Group, Institute for 

Social and Preventive Medicine, Bern, Switzerland – STI clinic attendees
Mary Haour-Knipe, consultant – migrants and ethnic minorities
Jean-Pierre Gervasoni IUMSP - organisation
Marita van de Laar – Surveillance Unit, ECDC



This paper was produced for a meeting organized by Health & Consumers DG and represents the views of its author on the
subject. These views have not been adopted or in any way approved by the Commission and should not be relied upon as a statement of 
the Commission's or Health & Consumers DG's views. The European Commission does not guarantee the accuracy of the data
included in this paper, nor does it accept responsibility for any use made thereof.
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