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Each day, 10 European citizens die whilst waiting for a 
suitable organ transplant, that’s almost 4,000 people on a 
yearly basis* 

*3820  deaths on the waiting list in 2009, Council of Europe data 2010 



* The number of transplants is related to the number of donors 
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Annual  
saving -84%, 
- 25.800£ per  

patient 

2009 data, British Pounds             
DoH Blood and Transplant (UK) 

In 2009, 23.000 patients with a functioning kidney transplant 
were estimated to save 512million£ per year in dialysis costs 
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matchMELD 
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K. Lietz, L.W. Miller, JACC 2007 







Rose et al., NEJM 2001;345: 1435-43 
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strueber.martin@mh-hannover.de 
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Declaration of death 

•  “Brain death”  
•  Death declared on the basis of neurologic 

criteria 
•  Irreversible loss of all functions of the entire 

brain, including the brain stem 
•  “Cardiac death”  

•  Death declared on the basis of 
cardiopulmonary criteria  

•  Permanent cessation of circulatory and 
respiratory function 



NHBD PMP NHBD as % of total deceased donors  



h Donor detection 

h Donor referral 

h Family care & 
communication 

h Donor maintenance 

h Organ retrieval 



presumed consent 
practiced or not 

explicit consent 

* Council of Europe / DA System Database data/ 2004 AOPO data 

% 



Transmissible 
diseases  

- Neoplasia 

-  Infections 

Non heart 
beating donors 

Living Donors 

Extreme ages 

Optimization of brain 
death donors 

Special techniques (split, 
domino, double kidney) 
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6.2 yrs. 
difference 





Urgency Outcome 



Recipient 
60 years 

with 
Diabetes 

20 years 
 without 
Diabetes 

20 years  
with 

Diabetes 
Lifespan 
without transplant* 4 years 16 years 9 years 

Lifespan 
with transplant* 9 years 22 years 16 years 

Incremantal survival 5 years 6 years 7 years 

*Median survival for this specific  
patient group (US data) 
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93.4	  



Transplantation 

Survival benefit 
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